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a TsTTTTnMFMTS ™ TWK CLAIMS: 

^^^^JjT^^^i^TthMfcUows will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
present application: 

Totin g of Claims! 

1 (original) A sidewall for a plant container, comprising: 

a substantially water-impermeable root-tip-trapping region; and 

a porous air-root-pruning region adjacent the root-U P -tra P ping region. 

2 . (o riginal)Thesidewa^^^ 
air-root-pmning region. 

3. (original) The sxdewall of claim 1. wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises aporous 
fabric layer bonded to a layer of a root-impenetrable material. 

4 (original) The sidewall of claim 1, wherein the root-tip-trapping region is acontiguous upper 

5. (original) The sidewall of claim 1. wherein the root-tip-trap P mg region comprises between 
1/2 and 9/10 of the sidewall. 

6. (original) The sidewall of claim 1, wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises between 
2/3 and 3/4 of the sidewall 



7. (original 
thereof 



J) The sidewall of claim 1. wherein the sidewall is flexible, rigid, or a combination 



4 
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8. (original) The sidewall of claim 1. whereinthe root-tip-httppingand air-root-pruning regions 
form a bendable sheets 

(origmaBToeadswanofclaiml^^^ 
huving outwardly extending distal ends that are open. 

,0 (original) The sidewall of claim 1, wherein the reot-tip-trapping region includes 
protuberances having outwardly extending distal ends tttat are closed to nap roots. 

„ (o ri ginal)The S idewaU 0 fclaiml,wh^,h.edgeof*osidewallUs«uredhyamed.od 
sCected front sewutg, gluing, plastic we.ding, hooking, rivoting. screwing, bolting, bonding, and 
combinations thereof. 

12 . (origan,.) The atdcall of data 3, wherein the roo«-itnpenetruble material U water- 
impermeable. 

13. (original) The sidewall of claim 1 . wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises greater 
than 10 root-tip-trapping elements per square inch. 

14. (originate sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabrichas a weight between 2 and 10 
ounces per square yard. 

15 . (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric has a weight between 4 and 6 
ounces per square yard. 

16. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric has openings between 1/16 and 
X A inch. 
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,7. (origin* T*e M of ciaim 3. wherein .he porous fabne is a spun bonded, needie 

rTi) Tb. or eiain, 3, .herein *. p»- fabne is aeiecred from poller, 

polypropylene or other olefin fiber. 

19 . (original)Thesidew^ 

20. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric is degradable. 

21 . (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric is cotton. 

22. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric is opaque. 

23. (original) The sidewall of claim 22, wherein the porous fabric is black or gray. 

24 (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric is bonded onto the root- 
penetrable material by a method selected from gluing, laminating and combinations thereof. 

25. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable material is reflective. 

26. (original)Thesidewal^ 

27. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable material is selected from 
polyethylene and polypropylene. 

28. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable material is metal. 

29. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable material is ametal foil. 
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30. (original) The sidewall of clahn 22, wherein <ha roo.-impenenahle layer ispcrvious ,o UV 
radiation. 

31. (orig M)Thesidewanofcla^ 

32. (original) H. *-* of claim 3, wherein Are roor-inrpenettable layer has a rhiclcness 
between 2 and 10 mils. 

33. (original) The sidewall of elaim 3, wherein the roo.-ta.pene.raWe !ay«r h* a flnckness 
between 3 and 5 mils. 

34. (originaOThesi^^ 

35 (onginal) The sidewall of claim 34, where* the biodegradable material is selected from 
wood, fiber, starch, polyhydroxya.lcanoates, polycaprolactone, polylactide aliphatic copolymer, 
polylactide, aliphatic polyester, an aUphauc-aromatic copolymer, and combinations thereof. 

36. (original) The sidewall of claim I, wherein the regions are configured in a pattern selected 
from rows, columns, dots, checkerboard, and combinations thereof. 

37. (original) The sidewall of claim 1. wherein the sidewall is an integral part of a container. 

38. (original) The sidewall of claim 1, wherein the sidewallis a discrete panel that can fonn a 
container. 

39. (original) The sidewall of claim 1, wherein there are two or more root-tip-trapping regions. 
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(original) The sidewaU of claim 1, wherein there are two or more afr-root-pruning regions. 



4 1 (withdrawn) A contatner formed by bending and securing opposed edges of one or more 
s idewaU P anels together, wheremthesidewallcomprisesasubstan^ 

trapping region and a porous air-root-pruning region adjacent the root-tip-trappmg region. 

42 (withdrawn) The 

upper portion of the sidewaU and the air-root-pruning region is a contiguous lower portion of the 
s Lau,andwhereinthe^ 

43 (withdrawn) The container of claim 41, wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises a 
root-impenetrablesheetbon^^ 

Va inch. 

44. (withdrawn) The container of claim 43, wherein the root-impenetrable material is selected 
from polyethylene and polypropylene. 

45. (withdrawn) The sidewaU of claim 43, wherein the porous fabric is a spun bonded, needle 
punched fabric. 

46 (original) A sidewall for a plant container, comprising: 

a water permeable, porous fabric layer and a water impermeable, root-impenetrable layer 
bonded to a portion of the outer face of the fabric layer. 

47. (original) The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the porous fabric is a spun bonded, needle 
punched fabric. 

48. (original) The apparatus of claim 47, wherein the fabric has a density between 2 and 10 
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ounces per square yard. 



49. (original) The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the root-impenetrable layer compnses 
polyethylene and the porous fabric comprises spun bonded fabric. 

50. (original) The apparatus of claim 49, wherein the polyethylene has a thickness between 2 and 
10 mils. 

5 1 . (withdrawn) A method of growing a plant in a pot comprising the steps of: 
air-pruning roots of the plant in a lower sidewall portion of the pot; and 
trapping root tips of the plant in an upper sidewall portion of the pot. 

52. (withdrawn) The method of claim 5 1 , further comprising: 
preventing water loss through the upper sidewall portion of the pot. 

53 (withdrawn) The method of claim 52, further comprising: 

draining excess water out of the pot through the lower sidewall portion of the pot. 

54. (withdrawn) The method of claim 53, further comprising: 

providing oxygen to the roots through the lower sidewall portion of the pot. 

55. (withdrawn) A plant container, comprising: 
a water permeable, porous fabric layer; and 

awuterimpermeablepolymer layer stretch-wrapped around a portion ofthe outer face of the 
fabric layer. 

56. (wtthdrawn) The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the porous fabric is a spun bonded, needle 
punched fabric. 

9 
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57. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 47, wherein the fabric has a density between 2 and 10 
ounces per square yard. 

58. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the root-impenetrable layer comprises 
polyethylene and the porous fabric comprises spun bonded fabric. 

59. (withdrawn)Theapp^ 
and 10 mils. 

60 (withdrawn) A method of preparing a growth environment for a plant, comprising: 

disposing growth medium in a container having a water permeable, porous fabric sidewall; 

stretch-wrapping the upper V, to 9/10 of the sidewall with a water conserving polymer film. 

61. (withdrawn) The method of claim 50, wherein the polymer film is selected from 
polyethylene, polypropylene, polybutylene, and polyvinylchloride. 

62. (withdrawn) The method of claim 51, wherein the porous fabric is spun bonded, needle 
punched fabric. 
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